Report of two cases of acute cardiac adverse events in patients with colorectal carcinoma receiving oral capecitabine.
Capecitabine is an oral fluoropyrimidine chemotherapeutic agent, which, after oral administration, is metabolized to its active cytotoxic compound: 5-fluorouracil (5-FU). Cardiotoxicity is a recognized side effect of 5-FU, a closely related fluorinated pyrimidine antagonist. In the present report, we report on two patients who were admitted to our department after being treated with oral capecitabine for colorectal carcinoma and developed symptoms and signs of acute myocardial infarction that resolved after appropriate treatment and monitoring. The above two cases are discussed in the context of fluoropyrimidine, 5-FU, and capecitabine-induced cardiotoxicity; in addition, a detailed literature review of relevant cases and patient series reports is presented.